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Message from the President
Happy New Year to one and all!

| hope that all of you had a great Holiday
Season and that the New Year is all that you
can expect and hope for, for yourselves and
your families.

We have a lot to look forward to as a
Division and | hope that all of you will commit
to improving our Division’s health and
growth. | need everyone's help in this so that
we can return to the great good deeds and
charitable works that we should be pursuing,
rather than implementing austere measures
just to keep the Division open and running.
With a little bit of help from everyone, we can
return to those works and make the
differences in our community in which we can
take pride.

| ask that everyone think of fund-raising
projects for our Division, ideally projects
requiring a minimum amount of expenditure
and the greatest return on any money that we
do expend. All ideas are acceptable, all will
be considered and discussed. The kicker is,
we need the ideas.

| also hope that by focusing on our
Heritage and our community, we can ensure
a greater depth of knowledge of the Irish in
Montana throughout the Helena area and
then extending through the whole State.

President’s message continued on page 2
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President’s message from page 1

| think that if we can expand our outreach
through contact with the press, the “e-space”
and with other organizations, we can increase
our chances to survive and expand as a
Division.

| hope that you can find or think of ways to
use your gifts and talents to benefit our
Division and its mission. If you can come to
the meetings and participate, that would be
great. If you can show up to help out at
events and social functions, that would be
great. If you have ideas on what the Division
can do, or do better, to help our community,
please share them with me by email or
phone, or pass them on to another brother.
To do all of this, we need everyone's help.

As always, Veterans are on my mind, and
we should all keep them in mind throughout
the year. The last few years have been rough
on our Veteran brothers, and we need to keep
looking out for them. Conversely, Veterans
need to reach out or at least reach back to
those who try to contact them, it is a two-way
street and both sides need to work together
to ensure that all are protected and provided
with the hope that they deserve. If anyone
has issues there are resources on the AOH
Website at https://aoh.com/.Again, a Happy
and successful New Year to you and your
families.

Slaintes

St Patrick’s
Celebrations 2023

The Thomas Francis Meagher
Division will go forward and
- plan for St Patrick’s
| Celebrations this year.
- As of today, the St Patrick’s
! Parade is planned for
- Saturday, March 11, 2023.
! Also, we will not be able to get |
Itogether after the parade at
. Bert & Ernies. If you haven’t |
| herd Toby has sold Bert &i
- Ernies. )
| We will again raise the lIrish |
“ Flag on our State Capitol at .
| 8:00 am on St Patrick’s Day. |
- Our St Patrick’s Day Mass will -
! be at the Cathedral of St |
Helena at noon. :
. We have decided not to have
| our St Patrick’s Day dinner
- this year.
| For those that don’t know yet,
* St Patrick’s Day is Friday this
I year.

the New Y
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Ct. PatriCk’s Day
Festivities
2023

Saturday, March 11th

#ANNUAL ST. PATRICK’S DAY PARADE
12 noon ~ Downtown Helena

Friday, March 17th

«ANNUAL IRISH FLAG RAISING
8 am ~ Front of State Capitol

~ANNUAL CAPITOL ROTUNDA CELEBRATION
8:15 am ~ Capitol Rotunda
+Official Proclamations
« Tiernan Irish Dancers

+CATHOLIC MASS
12:00 pm ~ Cathedral of St. Helena

All Events sponsored by the
Helena Ancient Order of Hibernianhs
And [adies Ancient Qrder of Hibernhianhs
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S.S. Thomas F. Meagher

Did you know that the United States Navy named a ship
after Thomas Francis Meagher? Yes, that is true. The S.S.

Thomas F. Meagher was launched November 27, 1944. It was
launched in Portland, Maine. As custom someone familiar
with the ship’s name is selected as the person to christen the
ship.

The person selected to christen the S.S. Thomas F.
Meagher by the Navy was Theresa Carr Branagan. Why was
she selected? She is the Great Niece of Thomas Francis
Meagher. She was thought to be the only living relative the
Navy could find.
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Your AOH Dues
of $50 is Due
P.O. Box 1916
Helena, MT 59624
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